May 11, 2004

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, May 11, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilmember

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Sec.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Dep. Town Clerk/Steno

* * * * * * * * * *          

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Councilmember Cerreto and Fremont Reif, Chairman of the Cortlandt Regional Veterans’ Committee, led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *         

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi reminded everyone that Memorial Day is soon coming, a very important day; a time that we use to memorialize and remember our men and women who have served in our Armed Forces over the years.  The Town’s event will be held on May 31st at 12:30 at the Michael C. Mongero Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Veteran’s Committee members have gone into area schools, asking students to write essays about the significance of Memorial Day to them. Winners of the competition were selected by school teachers and principals and were presented with a Certificate of Award and a Fifty Dollar savings bond.  Runners-up receive a Certificate of Award. 

Dominick Evangelista, Adam Rivera and Robert Roberge read their winning compositions.

Fremont Reif thanked George Washington Elementary School and St. Columbanus staffs for their participation in this contest.  Although this is the fourth year, participation in the contest is very limited.  He asked parents to call the schools and request they participate in this worthy educational endeavor.

* *       
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Leslie Bornstein was introduced as Employee of the Quarter.  She works as a Recreation Supervisor in the Department of Environmental Services, shouldering many diverse responsibilities.  Councilmember Sloan presented her with a Certificate of Award.  Kathleen Burleson and M. Sellazzo lauded her, saying she is a very dynamic, accomplished person.
* *       

Supervisor Puglisi announced there are vacancies on the Traffic Safety Advisory Committee.  If anyone is interested they should contact her office.

* *      

This is National Police Memorial Week

* *      

CUE, Cortlandt Upper Teen’s  Entertainment Center, is a project that Councilmember Sloan has been working on with the Recreation Department.  It’s for upper aged teenagers – sophomores, juniors, seniors - and is located in the Cortlandt Town Center adjacent to the movie theater.  It’s a supervised place for this age group to go and play fooz ball, bumper pool or just hang out and relax.

* *       

Referring to the Master Plan Public Hearing scheduled for this evening’s agenda, Supervisor Puglisi said it will be adjourned one more time to the June 15th meeting, allowing more than ample time to hear from the community.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman at 7:55 p.m., all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *            

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan reported on CUE, saying the grand opening of this teenage gathering spot had been held this last weekend and was well attended.  It had come in on an aggressive time line and under budget for it’s opening prior to the end of the school year.  It has been the recipient of queries  from other municipal governments. The facility is supervised, but unstructured and will be open on Friday and Saturday evenings from  6:30 to 10 or 11 p.m.  All Town high school students are welcome, including those from Lakeland High School.

* *       

Councilmember Farrell said he is aware that much of the Town staff has been working on introducing technology into the Town’s operations with respect to GIS and introducing some of the new computerized technology and digitization currently available to us.  On some of the Planning Board meetings there will be more use of technology which will make the presentations clearer and easier for the public to follow.

He referred to an article in today’s Journal News about an aspect of this technology that is well known to people who are interested in archiving this material for possible future legal or historical reasons. 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

It appears that digital media is not as durable as we’ve been led to think.  In practice it may be even less durable than paper.   He said we should be cautious about committing all or our information to this technology because it may not be usable even a few decades from now.

* *        

Councilmember Cerreto said he has nothing to report.

* *       

Councilmember Lindau reported the Conservation Advisory Council is looking for additional members and anyone interested in serving should call the Supervisor’s Office.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 20, 2004 and the Special Meeting of April 26, 2004 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion with all voting AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found transcribed in full context in the Official Public Hearing Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

1. Public Hearing to consider adoption of the GEIS and the Comprehensive 2003 Master Plan.

(Minutes of this Public Hearing were taken by a professional court stenographer)

At 8:58 p.m. Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved for adoption of the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 158-04 – RE:  Adjourn the Public Hearing to June 15, 2004.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

2. Public Hearing to consider amending the electrical inspection requirements of the Town.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing  to order at 9:00 p.m. and asked who would like to comment on this topic.

T. Wood said this is an amendment to the Town ordinance that would allow the Town Board by resolution to designate inspection agencies that are allowed to perform electrical inspections in the Town.  Recently, many of our adjoining communities have been advised that New York State Board of Fire Underwriters will no longer be performing inspections so this amendment give us the flexibility to add other agencies whose inspections will be accepted by the Town.
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

There was no one additional wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 9:02 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* *      

Councilmember Lindau then moved to adopt the following legislation, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.  159–04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of  providing for electrical inspections within the Town.

* *      

LOCAL LAW NO. 5-04 – RE:  Provide for electrical inspections within the Town

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 160-04 – RE;  Designate inspection agencies to be relied upon by Code Enforcement for electrical inspections within the Town.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

3. Public Hearing to consider amending the Zoning Ordinance with respect to Contractor’s Yards.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 9:03 p.m. and asked who would like to comment.

The Town Attorney explained that this is a technical correction to amend several previously made by the Town Board.  The Planning Board has made a recommendation to the board that this be adopted and it correct an error which would require the phase-out of all contractor’s yards even those that were legally existing.

William Zutt, Esq., Putnam Valley:  It was my reading of the law that had the mistake that led to the request and the change and we endorse it, therefore, and thank Mr. Wood’s office and Mr. Vergano’s office and for their efforts in this regard.

There was no one additional who wished to speak on the subject and the Public Hearing was closed at 9:04 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.

* *    

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved to adopt the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 161–04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of amending the Zoning Ordinance with respect to Contractor’s Yards.

* *       
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PUBLIC HEARINGS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 162-04 – RE:  Amend the Zoning Ordinance with respect to Contractor’s Yards.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

4. Public Hearing to consider the establishment of the Emery Ridge Drainage District.

Town Clerk Jo-Ann Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.  

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 9:05 p.m.

T. Wood, Town Attorney stated this is a part of a new subdivision approved by the Planning Board that would establish a drainage district that only includes the property within the subdivision.  This will allow for the drainage improvements that were installed as part of that subdivision to be maintained and regulated and repaired at the cost of those people who benefited by it, those being the residents of the new subdivision.

There was no one additional who wished to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 9:06 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.

* *     

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto then moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO.  163–04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of the establishment of the Emery Ridge Drainage District.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO.  164–04 – RE:  Adopt a Consent and Order establishing the Emery Ridge Estates Drainage District.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

BID REPORTS

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved for adoption of the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 165–04 – RE:  Reject bids opened May 3, 2004 for the Trolley Road roundabout.  Authorize DOTS to solicit engineering services to evaluate the bid package.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        
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REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following monthly reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

April, 2004 – Purchasing Department, DES/Office for the Aging, Receiver of Taxes and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

OLD BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed:

Quarterly report from Westchester County dated April 16, 2004 with respect to the Sprout Brook Ashfill.

* *     

Reports from DOTS with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam.

* *      

Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cioffi with respect to Cortlandt Chase.  Refer, also, to DOTS and the Legal Department.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

NEW BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, the resolution be adopted, as indicated:

Memo from the Director of DES requesting amending Highway fees.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 166–04 – RE:  Amend Highway fees.

* *      

Letter from the Evergreen Knolls Homeowners Association.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

* *      

Letter from the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps with respect to expansion plans.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department and DOTS.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *         
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Resolutions

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the end of this document.)

Councilmember Farrell moved for adoption of the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 167–04 – RE:  Appoint 2004 seasonals for the Department of Technical Services.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 168–04 – RE:  Appoint additional 2004 seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  169–04 – RE:  Appoint summer interns for 2004.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 170–04 – RE:  Appoint David Douglas as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill a vacancy.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Eunice Rosenberg for her service to the Town on the Zoning Board of Appeals.   After conducting interviews for the position, the Town Board appointed David Douglas who was in the audience and introduced by the Supervisor.

* *          

RESOLUTION NO. 171–04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to perform an evaluation with respect to the sidewalk and apron at the Westbrook Drive Community Center.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 172–04 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 176-03 with respect to an encroachment on Fifth Street, Verplanck.  (D. Dini)

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 173–04 – RE:  Authorize an application to the New York State Department of Conservation with respect to the Brownsfield Program.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion:

RESOLUTION NO. 174–04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals on behalf of the Continental Village Park District for design services with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam.

* *       
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 175–04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to solicit design and engineering services with respect to a proposed Little League Field at Sprout Brook Park.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO.  176–04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute business associate agreements under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 177–04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a revised contract with respect to the NYS Emergency Management Office for federal grant funds.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 178–04 – RE;  Authorize a Consent and Order with respect to the dedication of roads located in the subdivision known as Red Oaks.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 179-04 - Reduce security in the amount of $250,000 to an mount of $40,000 as road maintenance security.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved to add the following items to the agenda, to receive and file the documents and adopt the resolution, as indicated:

Report from DOTS with respect to Special Permits.

* *      

Order from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission with respect to the Indian Point nuclear facility.

* *      

Letter dated May 6, 2004 from Kathy Ferri requesting a stop sign at the intersection of Third Street and Cobblestone Lane.  Refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* * * * *     

RESOLUTION NO. 180-04 – RE:  Authorize the temporary closure of Highland Avenue for construction subject to certain conditions.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *         

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *          

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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